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elements. Iron rusts, wood decays, other elements disintegrate, but a fine piece
of cut glass can last for thousands and thousands of years, and every morning
when the sun rises, new hues and colors can be seen in it. However, glass has
one big drawback. If you let it slip through your hands, it will smash into a
million smithereens and cannot be reconstituted. The same holds true in a
marriage. We must constantly reevaluate and reassess it. While love brings a
man and a woman together, respect keeps them together. We have to realize
that occasionally we will make false starts and end up in a blind alley, but we
can reassess our relationship. We can make our marriages work. We do not
have to let our relationship completely disintegrate unless, of course, there is
violence or complete disrespect in our relationship. Our relationship with G-d
is the same. Like in a marriage, it can grow and flourish. Sometimes, we
think our relationship is leading us to a blind alley, but it is not.

That's one of the reasons we count seven weeks until we get to the holiday of
Shavuot. We learn about this in the Torah portion, Emor. There the name
Shavuot is not even mentioned. It just says, "You should count from the

morrow of the Shabbat from the day of your bringing the omer of the waving.
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Seven complete weeks they shall be until the morrow of the seventh week you
should continue 50 days, and you should offer a new meal offering to Hashem."
This offering was to be of wheat. Why do we have to count seven weeks?
Because our relationship with G-d takes time. It takes time to go from barley,
which is basically animal food, to wheat, which is human food. We encounter
many false starts along the way, but should never despair. We can make it.
That is what the counting teaches us. It does not mention that we received the
Torah on Shavuot because the important thing is the struggle to obtain the
Torah. We have to work at it, and even after the Jewish people received the
Torah, they backslid. When Moshe did not return, the Jewish people built the
golden calf. That was not the end of their relationship with G-d. It was a new
beginning. Moshe went up and brought back a second set of tablets, and this
second set of tablets endured. People should not give up. There is always a
new beginning possible. Thére is always a solution to the problem lurking

somewhere out there. We just have to find it.

This is one of the great Jewish messages just now being learned by the world.

Up to now, most of the world said you had to bear your problems and forget
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about solving them. We always said G-d created the cure before the disease.
There is a solution. We just have to think anew. Let us all hope and pray that

all of us will not be overcome when we hit blind alleys or make false starts, but

that we will learn to reevaluate and reassess. The Torah is there to help us.

Shavuot proclaims there will be many false starts, but we can establish
wonderful relationships with ourselves and with G-d. We can overcome our
problems. The word to count in Hebrew, Sefar, is also the same word which
means to tell, to recount, and also to praise. We can many times solve our
problems if we will learn how to talk to each other, to praise each other, and to
count the blessings we derive from each other. Let us all hope and pray that
we will remember beginnings are hard, but that life has numerous beginnings,
and that we can all begin again if we hit a blind alley. Let us all be given the

strength to do so. Amen.
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All beginnings are difficult. In starting new ventures, we have to be prepared

for the inevitable setbacks. Almost always new methods are not as efficient as

the old methods until the kinks get worked out. We all know the famous story

of a hundred years ago when automobiles first came on the scene. People

would always jeer at the owner of an automobile whose automobile broke down

by saying, "Get a horse. Get a horse,” but they soon learned that the

automobile and truck are much more efficient than a horse and wagon. Starting

anything new is difficult, even a newly found religious way of life.

We know that all beginnings are difficult. Rabbi Avi Weiss, made an incisive
comment on this hardship when he quoted Rabbi Samuel Belkin, the former
president of Yeshiva University, who stated that the famous phrase, "All
beginnings are difficult,” is ip the plural. Rabbi Belkin noted that this statement
may refer to one single venture that may require many different beginnings to
succeed. Rabbi Weiss revealed that at the beginning of his own rabbinic career,
he had many struggles. Rabbi Belkin told him, "Have patience. When
beginning any enterprise, there are invariably stumbling blocks.” Rabbi Belkin
penetrated his despair with the phrase — "this should be no cause for undue

pessimism. We all have many chances.” We can all start again when we have
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taken a wrong turn in our marriages or in our business. We need not stick with

bad policies and bad initial expectations.

Marriage! Many young couples are not prepared for the fact that the initial
years of marriage are going to be rough, especially the first few months. All
their loyalties have to be rearranged. All their ways of thinking have to be
rethought. From now on, their spouse is number one, not their parents or
siblings or friends. It does not mean that you break off contact with your
parents and siblings and friends; it means you have to rearrange your priorities.
Your husband or wife must come first. You have to mesh your lifestyles.
Every marriage is unique and special, and perhaps the greatest error young
couple make is that they try to replicate their parents' marriages. After all, that
is the only marriage they know. The wife thinks her husband should act like
her father, and the husband thmks his wife should act like his mother. They
never do, and they never should. Each is a separate individual, and each
marriage is unique and special. The couple has to learn how to create its own
marriage, how to divide the responsibilities. The husband must be king over a

certain area, and the wife must be queen over a certain area. The areas of
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responsibility are not important. It could be that the wife keeps the books, and
the husband does the cooking, or the wife maintains the kitchen, and the
husband maintains the yard. What is important is after they have agreed on
parameters — for example, how much should be spent on the kitchen weekly
and how much should be spent on the yard weekly - the other spouse butts out
and lets the person who has the responsibility do the job. The other spouse may
be able to do.a better job and do it more cheaply, but he or she should stay out
of it. They have agreed on parameters, and the spouse who has the
responsibility should do the job, and the other should just say thank you. If the
wife is in charge of the kitchen, she should hire the maid, choose the food, etc.
Suggestions can be made, but the ultimate decision is then the wife's. If the
husband's responsibility is the yard, the wife can make suggestions, but the
ultimate responsibility is his. ,

As for the world of business,%lso is the way to delegate authority to
employees. There is a concept called management by exception where the boss
does not interfere unless a problem arises. He perhaps could do the job beiter,

more quickly, and cheaply, but as long as it is within the guidelines, the budget
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and deadlines are met, and the job completed, the boss should stay out if he
wants to retain his employees. It is hard to make a marriage work, and it is

hard to manage employees.

In the Torah portion, Emor, we learn about all the Jewish holidays. We learn
how they are called holy convocations. They are holidays in which we are
invited afresh to examine our lives to see whether they are being lived
according to the principles of our faith and of good interpersonal relationships.
We are called, and we call others to our homes to help us celebrate together. If
for different reasons our friends and relatives do not invite us, and we do not
want to invite them, then something must be wrong, and we should renew and
repair what has not gone right.

On Pesach, we have a seder,’ The seder actually has many beginnings as well as
many endings. The seder is made up of eating special foods, telling the story of
the exodus from Egypt, and of praising G-d. In each section, as Rabbi Avi
Weiss points out, there are many starts. We wash our hands, but we do not

fully do so because we recite no blessing. We partake of the karpas, a kind of
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ors d'euvre, but we do not continue with the meal. We break the matzah, but
we do not follow through with eating. We hear the four questions, but we do
not answer them right away. We begin by telling how we were slaves in
Egypt, and then interrupt it with the asking of another four questions by the
wise, wicked, and simple sons and the son who does not even know how to ask.
We then begin telling the story again, only this time we say, "In the beginning
we were idol worshippers.” Similarly, we begin praising G-d by reciting the
first two paragraphs of the Hallel, and then we eat the meal, and then we finish
the Hallel after the meal. Originally, the seder ended right after the Great
Hallel, but we continue with other songs and praises. We then officially
announce that the seder has ended, and we sing "Next Year in Jerusalem”, and
then we add more songs of praise to G-d, ending with the "Chad Gadya."

Some people even recite Shir HaShirim after the seder is concluded.

We see that there are many beginnings. The rabbis compare our relationship to
G-d with the marriage relationship between a husband and wife. There are
many starts in our relationship with G-d. The seder reflects this. There are

many ups and downs. There are so many strands in a marriage; love is
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composed of many elements: emotional attraction, sexual attraction, physical
attraction, financial attraction, class attraction, cultural attraction. They all have
to be dealt with, and many times we forget that so many of th‘ese clements
require our attention, that we have to deal with all of them. We have to being
many times with each of them over again. The same goes with our relationship
with Gd. There are many strands: our need for meaning, purpose,
partnership, feeling of oneness, etc. However, many people do not realize that
they can start again, that what they have experienced up to now is not false, but
only part of the picture. We have to continually reassess and recommit and

relearn.

That's what the seder is teaching us. It is teaching us that as a free people we
have the ability to reevaluate and reassess and reconnect. Our relationship with
G-d is not a slave-master rel;tionship like a human slave-master relationship.
Just like a relationship between a husband and wife that has high points and low
points, it always can grow and get stronger and more beautiful as time goes on.

New hues and new beauty can always be seen in it. One of the reasons we

break a glass at the end of a wedding is because glass is different from all other




